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Sunday, August 17, 2025
Tenth Sunday of Matthew

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Mode

The stone had been secured with a seal by the Judeans, *

and a guard of soldiers was watching Your immaculate body.
* You rose on the third day, O Lord * and Savior, granting life
unto the world. * For this reason were the powers of heaven
crying out to You, O Life-giver: * Glory to Your resurrec-
tion, O Christ; * glory to Your eternal rule; * glory to Your
dispensation, only One who loves mankind.



Apolytikion of the Dormition in the First Mode

You gave birth yet preserved your virginity. You fell asleep in
death yet did not desert the world, O Theotokos. You were
transported to life, as you are Mother of Life and, by virtue
of your intercessions, deliver our souls from death.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of the Dormition in the Plagal Second Mode

The Theotokos is undying in intercession.® Immovable is our
hope in her for protection. * Neither death nor burial pre-
vailed over her. * As she is Mother of Life, she was removed
to life by Him, * the Lord who lived in her ever-virgin womb.

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading
1 Corinthians 4:9 — 16

Brethren, God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like
men sentenced to death; because we have become a spectacle
to the world, to angels and to men. We are fools for Christ’s
sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are
strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute.



To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad
and buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working with our
own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we
endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become,
and are now, as the refuse of the world, the off-scouring of all
things.

I do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish
you as my beloved children. For though you have countless
guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became
your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I urge you,
then, be imitators of me.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 17:14 — 23

At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before him
said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and
he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often
into the water. And I brought him to your disciples, and they
could not heal him.” And Jesus answered, “O faithless and
perverse generation, how long am I to be with you? How long
am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” And Jesus
rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy
was cured instantly.

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why
could we not cast it out?” He said to them, “Because of your
little faith. For truly I say to you, if you have faith as a
grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move
hence to yonder place,” and it will move; and nothing will be
impossible to you. But this kind never comes out except by
prayer and fasting.”

As they abode in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of
man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will



kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.”

Saints and Feasts

Sunday After the Dormition

When the time drew nigh that our Savior was well-pleased
to take His Mother to Himself, He declared unto her through
an Angel that three days hence, He would translate her from
this temporal life to eternity and bliss. On hearing this, she
went up with haste to the Mount of Olives, where she prayed
continuously. Giving thanks to God, she returned to her house
and prepared whatever was necessary for her burial.

While these things were taking place, clouds caught up
the Apostles from the ends of the earth, where each one hap-
pened to be preaching, and brought them at once to the house
of the Mother of God, who informed them of the cause of their
sudden gathering. As a mother, she consoled them in their
affliction as was meet, and then raised her hands to Heaven
and prayed for the peace of the world. She blessed the Apos-
tles, and, reclining upon her bed with seemliness, gave up her
all-holy spirit into the hands of her Son and God.

With reverence and many lights, and chanting burial hymns,
the Apostles took up that God-receiving body and brought it
to the sepulchre, while the Angels from Heaven chanted with
them, and sent forth her who is higher than the Cherubim.
But one Jew, moved by malice, audaciously stretched forth
his hand upon the bed and immediately received from divine
judgment the wages of his audacity. Those daring hands were
severed by an invisible blow. But when he repented and asked
forgiveness, his hands were restored.

When they had reached the place called Gethsemane, they
buried there with honor the all-immaculate body of the The-



otokos, which was the source of Life. For three days they
did not depart from the place of burial, praying and chanting
Psalms. Through the wise providence of God, the Apostle
Thomas was not to be present at the burial of the Mother
of God. Arriving late on the third day at Gethsemane, he
lay down at the tomb and with bitter tears asked that he
might be permitted to look once more upon the Mother of
God and bid her farewell. The Apostles out of heartfelt pity
for him decided to open the grave and permit him the comfort
of venerating the holy relics of the Ever-Virgin Mary. Having
opened the grave, they found in it only the grave wrappings
and were thus convinced of the bodily ascent of the Most Holy
Virgin Mary to Heaven.

Myron the Martyr

Saint Myron was a priest during the reign of Decius, when
Antipater was ruler of Achaia. On the day of our Lord’s Na-
tivity, Antipater entered the church to seize the Christians and
punish them. Saint Myron, kindled with holy zeal, roundly
insulted Antipater, for which he was hung up and scraped,
then cast into a raging furnace, but was preserved unharmed.

When Myron refused to worship the idols, Antipater com-
manded that strips be cut in the Saint’s flesh from his shoul-
ders to his feet; the Saint took one of the strips of his flesh and
flung it in the tyrant’s face. He was beaten, and scraped again
upon his beaten flesh; then he was thrown to wild beasts, but
when Antipater saw them leaving off their fierce nature and
protecting the Saint from harm, he was overcome with un-
bearable shame and slew himself. The Saint was then sent to
Cyzicus, where the proconsul had him beheaded, about the
year 250.



Wisdom of the Fathers

“In ancient times there were many who attained to divine
favour, glory, and power. As David says, ‘How precious also
are thy friends unto me, O God! How great is their author-
ity! If I should count them, they are more in number than
the sand’ (Ps. 139:17-18 LxX). According to Solomon, ‘Many
have acquired riches, and many daughters have acted with
power, but she excels and outdoes them all’, to an inexpress-
ible degree (cf. Prov. 31:29). Standing between God and the
whole human race, she alone made God a son of man, and men
sons of God, rendered the earth heaven and made mankind
divine. She alone among women was declared the Mother
of God by nature transcending every nature. Through her
unutterable childbearing she became Queen of all creation
in this world and beyond, and through herself she raised up
those below her, and made her subjects heavenly instead of
earthly. She shared in the noblest honour, the most sublime
power and the ordination bestowed from heaven through the
divine Spirit (cf. Acts 1:14); and was set high above all, the
supremely blessed Queen of a blessed race.

“The Mother of God is so much closer to God than others
who draw near to Him that she is able to intercede more pow-
erfully than any of them, and by this I mean not just human
beings but even all the ranks of angels. Isaiah writes of the
highest order of angels in heaven, ‘And the seraphim stood
round about him’ (Isa. 6:2 LXX), whereas David says of the
Mother ofGod, ‘Upon thy right hand did stand the queen’
(Ps. 45:9). Do you notice the difference in their standing?
You can also see from this the difference in honour between
the seraphim’s rank and hers, for the seraphim are ‘round
about’ God, but only the Queen of all stands beside Him.
She is admired and praised by God Himself, as though He
were extolling her to the powers around Him in the words



used in the Song of Songs, ‘How beautiful is my companion!’
(cf. S. of S. 4:1; 6:4 LxX). She is more brilliant than light,
she blossoms more beautifully than the gardens of divine par-
adise, and she is more delightfully adorned than the visible
and invisible worlds. It is fitting that she stands not just
beside God, but on His right hand, for where Christ sat in
heaven, namely, on the right hand of the majesty (Heb. 1:3),
there she now stands, having ascended from earth to heaven.
Nor is this solely because no one longs for Christ as she does,
and no one is so longed for in return, which would be in ac-
cordance with the laws of nature, but because she is truly His
throne; and where the King sits, there stands the throne.”

- St. Gregory Palamas, Homily 37 “On the Dormition,” §§7,13.

Parish Prayer List

Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Connie (Constantina) Jouflas; Robert Tewis; Lance
(Stylianos) Schmitt; Olivia Coe; Robert Foster

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information

Church School

Church School for our kids begins this week! We have two
classrooms: one for elementary-school ages, and one for mid-
dle school and up. Church School will begin following Holy
Communion. Please allow our Church School kids and their
teachers to come up for Communion first.



Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Au-
gust 2 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, August 14 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas

e Wednesday, August 20: 6pm Small Paraklesis
e Thursday, August 21: 6pm Parish Council

e Saturday, August 23 Leave-taking of the Dormi-
tion: 9am Orthros, 10am Divine Liturgy, 4pm Byzan-
tine Chant Class, 5pm Great Vespers



