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Sunday, May 24, 2026
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chryostom

Hymns of the Day
Second Antiphon

Save us, O Son of God, who were taken up in glory to heaven
from us. We sing to You, Alleluia.

Σῶσον ἡμᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἐν δόξῃ ἀναληφθεὶς ἀφ’ ἡμῶν εἰς τοὺς
οὐρανούς, ψάλλοντάς σοι, Ἀλληλούϊα.



Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Second Mode

When the angelic powers appeared at Your grave, the soldiers
guarding it feared and became as dead. And standing by the
sepulcher was Mary who was seeking Your immaculate body.
You devastated Hades, not afflicted by it. You went to meet
the virgin, and granted eternal life. You resurrected from the
dead. O Lord, glory to You.

Apolytikion of the Ascension in the Fourth Mode

You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, after You filled the
Disciples with joy, by promising to send them the Holy Spirit,
and You blessed them and established their faith, that You
are the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world.

Apolytikion of the Holy Fathers in the Plagal Fourth
Mode

Supremely glorified are You, O Christ our God, who estab-
lished the holy Fathers on earth as beacons, and through them
guided us all to the true Faith. Most compassionate Lord,
glory be to You!

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.



Kontakion of the Ascension in the Plagal Second Mode

When You had fulfilled the dispensation for our sake, * and
united things on earth with the things in heaven, * You were
taken up thither in glory, O Christ our God, * going not away
from any place, * but continuing inseparable, * and to them
that love You crying out: * “I am with you, and there is,
therefore, none against you.”

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Acts 20:16 – 18, 28 – 36

In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that
he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening
to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost.

And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him
the elders of the church. And when they came to him, he
said to them: “Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the
church of the Lord and God, which he obtained with his own
blood.

“I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own
selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away
the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that
for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every
one with tears.

“And now I commend you to God and to the word of
his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no
one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that



these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who
were with me. In all things I have shown you that by so
toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he said, ‘it is more blessed to give than
to receive.’ ”

And when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed
with them all.

Gospel Reading

John 17:1 – 13

At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may
glorify you, since you have given him power over all flesh, to
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is
eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having
accomplished the work which you gave me to do; and now,
Father, you glorify me in your own presence with the glory
which I had with you before the world was made.

“I have manifested your name to the men whom you gave
me out of the world; yours they were, and you gave them
to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything that you have given me is from you; for I have given
them the words which you gave me, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you did send me.

“I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world
but for those whom you have given me, for they are mine;
all mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified
in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep
them in your name, which you have given me, that they may



be one, even as we are one. While I was with them in the
world, I kept them in your name; those whom you have given
me I have guarded, and none of them is lost but the son of
perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled.

“But now I am coming to you; and these things I speak in
the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.”

Saints and Feasts
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council

The heresiarch Arius was a protopresbyter of the Church of
Alexandria. In 315, he began to blaspheme against the Son
and Word of God, saying that He is not true God, consub-
stantial with the Father, but is rather a work and creation,
alien to the essence and glory of the Father, and that there
was a time when He was not. This frightful blasphemy shook
the faithful of Alexandria.

Alexander, his Archbishop, after trying in vain to correct
him through admonitions, cut him off from communion and
finally in a local council deposed him in the year 321. Yet
neither did the blasphemer wish to be corrected, nor did he
cease sowing the deadly tares of his heretical teachings; but
writing to the bishops of other cities, Arius and his followers
requested that his doctrine be examined, and if it were un-
sound, that the correct teaching be declared to him. By this
means, his heresy became universally known and won many
supporters, so that the whole Church was soon in an uproar.

Therefore, moved by divine zeal, the first Christian Sove-
reign, Saint Constantine the Great, the equal to the Apostles,
summoned the renowned First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea.
It was there that the shepherds and teachers of the Church of
Christ gathered from all regions in the year 325. All of them,



with one mouth and one voice, declared that the Son and
Word of God is one in essence with the Father, true God of
true God, and they composed the holy Symbol of Faith up to
the seventh article (since the remainder, beginning with “And
in the Holy Spirit,” was completed by the Second Ecumenical
Council). Thus they anathematized the impious Arius of evil
belief and those of like mind with him, and cut them off as
rotten members from the whole body of the faithful.

Therefore, recognizing the divine Fathers as heralds of the
Faith after the divine Apostles, the Church of Christ has ap-
pointed this present Sunday for their annual commemoration,
in thanksgiving and unto the glory of God, unto their praise
and honour, and unto the strengthening of the true Faith.

Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed
I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light,
true God of true God, begotten, not created, of one essence
with the Father, through Whom all things were made;

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from the
heavens and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary, and became man;

Crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, He suffered and was
buried;

Rising on the third day according to the Scriptures;
And ascending into the heavens, He is seated at the right

hand of the Father;
And coming again in glory to judge the living and the

dead, His Kingdom shall have no end;
And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, Who



proceeds from the Father, Who together with the Father and
the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through the
prophets;

In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
I expect the resurrection of the dead;
And the life of the age to come. Amen.

Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Robert Tewis; Robert (Tikhon) Foster; Lance (Sty-
lianos) Schmitt; Karen (Marie) Eagle; John Raf-
topoulos; Carol (Abigail) Sherman; John Mason;
Janine Kreidler

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Adult Ed

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sunday following the Agape
Meal. We are currently studying the Epistle of St. James.



Please feel free to join us!

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, June
6 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, June 11 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas
Fr. Jeremy will be out of town this week. In the event of
a pastoral emergency, please contact Fr. Gregory Matlak at
St. Andrew Orthodox Church in Delta, CO.

• Saturday, May 30 Saturday of Souls: 9am Orthros,
10am Divine Liturgy, 4pm Byzantine Chant Class, 5pm
Great Vespers


