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Sunday, February 1, 2026
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee

8:30am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Mode

The stone had been secured with a seal by the Judeans, *

and a guard of soldiers was watching Your immaculate body.
* You rose on the third day, O Lord * and Savior, granting life
unto the world. * For this reason were the powers of heaven
crying out to You, O Life-giver: * Glory to Your resurrec-
tion, O Christ; * glory to Your eternal rule; * glory to Your
dispensation, only One who loves mankind.
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Apolytikion of the Forefeast of the Entrance of Christ
in the First Mode

The choir of heaven’s hosts, from the vaults of the heavens,
* bends forward to the earth and beholds as an infant * the
first-born of all creation being carried in the embrace * of His
holy virgin Mother unto the Temple. * And with us they sign
today a fore-festal anthem, * in awe and astonishment.

Apolytikion of the Martyr Tryphon in the Fourth
Mode

Your Martyr, O Lord, was worthily awarded by You * the
crown of incorruption, in that he contested for You our im-
mortal God. * Since he possessed Your power, he defeated the
tyrants, * dashing the demons’ powerless displays of defiance.
* O Christ God, at his fervent entreaties, save our souls.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.



Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ in the Fourth
Mode

With our hearts instead of arms * today, believers, * with
most pure and righteous thoughts * let us receive in our em-
brace * the Lord and Master who comes to us, * and let us
offer our fore-festal hymns of praise.

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading
Romans 8:28 — 39

Brethren, we know that in everything God works for good
with those who love him, who are called according to his pur-
pose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the first-born among many brethren. And those whom he
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him
up for us all, will he not also give us all things with him?
Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies; who is to condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who
died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us?

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are be-
ing killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through



him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel Reading
Luke 18:10 — 14

The Lord said this parable, “Two men went up into the tem-
ple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank
you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adul-
terers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I
give tithes of all that I get.’

“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift
up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his
house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be

exalted.”

Saints and Feasts

Forefeast of the Presentation of Christ

When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary’s forty
days of purification had been fulfilled, she took her first-born
Son to Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day after His birth,
that she might present Him in the temple according to the
Law of Moses, which teaches that every first-born male child
be dedicated to God, and also that she might offer the sacrifice



of a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons, as required by
the Law.

On this same day, a just and devout man, the greatly aged
Symeon, was also present in the temple, being guided by the
Holy Spirit. For a long time, this man had been awaiting
the salvation of God, and he had been informed by divine
revelation that he would not die until he beheld the Lord’s
Christ. Thus, when he beheld Him at that time and took Him
up into his aged arms, he gave glory to God, singing: “Now
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, O Master...” And
he confessed that he would close his eyes joyfully, since he had
seen the Light of revelation for the nations and the Glory of
Israel.

Tryphon the Martyr

The Martyr Tryphon was born in Phrygia, one of the districts
of Asia Minor, in the village of Lampsacus. From his early
years the Lord granted him the power to cast out demons and
to heal various maladies. He once saved the inhabitants of his
native city from starvation. Saint Tryphon, by the power of
his prayer, turned back a plague of locusts that were devouring
the grain and devastating the fields.

Saint Tryphon gained particular fame by casting out an
evil spirit from the daughter of the Roman emperor Gordian
(238-244). Helping everyone in distress, he asked only one
thing from them: faith in Jesus Christ, by Whose grace he
healed them.

When the emperor Decius (249-251) assumed the imperial
throne, he began a fierce persecution of Christians. Someone
reported to the commander Aquilinus that Saint Tryphon was
boldly preaching faith in Christ, and that he led many to Bap-
tism. The saint was arrested and subjected to interrogation,
during which he fearlessly confessed his faith.



He was subjected to harsh tortures: they beat him with
clubs, raked his body with iron hooks, they scorched his flesh
with fire, and led him through the city, after iron nails were
hammered into his feet. Saint Tryphon bravely endured all
the torments without complaint.

Finally, he was condemned to beheading with a sword.
The holy martyr prayed before his execution, thanking God
for strengthening him in his sufferings. He also asked the
Lord to bless those who should call upon his name for help.
Just as the soldiers raised the sword over the head of the holy
martyr, he surrendered his soul into the hands of God. This
event occurred in the city of Nicea in the year 250.

Wisdom of the Fathers

“Instead of the attitude of a servant, the Pharisee’s stance
displays shameless self-exaltation, the opposite of that other
man who, in his humility, did not dare to lift up his eyes
to heaven. It stands to reason that the Pharisee prayed to
himself, for his prayer did not ascend to God, although it
did not escape the notice of Him who sits upon the cherubim
and observes the lowest depths of the abyss. When he said ‘I
thank thee,” he did not go on to say, ‘because in Thy mercy
Thou didst freely deliver me, weak and unable to fight as I am,
from the snares of the devil.” For he is spiritually courageous
who manages to take refuge in repentance when caught in
the snares of the enemy and fallen into the nets of sin. The
circumstances of our lives are directed by a higher providence
and often, with little or no effort on our part, by God’s help we
have stayed out of reach of many great passions, delivered by
His sympathy for our weakness. We should acknowledge the
gift and humble ourselves before the giver, not be conceited.”

- St. Gregory Palamas, Homiliy 2, §6.



Parish Prayer List

Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Robert Tewis; Robert (Tikhon) Foster; Lance (Stylianos)
Schmitt; Alexandra Currier; Karen (Marie) Eagle

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information

Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Introduction to Orthodox Christianity

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sundays following coffee hour.
We meet in the classrooms downstairs. Any who would like
to learn more about our Orthodox Faith, whether a newcomer
or a life-long member, are welcome to attend. Please contact
Fr. Jeremy to be added to the distribution list for readings.

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!



Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Febru-
ary 7 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, February 12 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas

e Monday, February 2 Presentation of Christ: 8:30am
Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

e Wednesday, February 4: 6pm Small Paraklesis

e Saturday, February 7: 8am Men’s Breakfast, 4pm Byzan-
tine Chant Class, 5pm Great Vespers



