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Sunday, December 28, 2025
Sunday After the Nativity

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Second Antiphon

Save us, O Son of God, who were born of a Virgin. We sing
to You, Alleluia.

Σῶσον ἡμᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἐκ Παρθένου τεχθείς, ψάλλοντάς σοι,
Ἀλληλούϊα.



Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Fourth Mode

When the women Disciples of the Lord had learned from the
Angel the joyful message of the Resurrection and had rejected
the ancestral decision, they cried aloud to the Apostles tri-
umphantly: Death has been despoiled, Christ God has risen,
granting His great mercy to the world.

Apolytikion of the Nativity of Christ in the Fourth
Mode

Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of
knowledge to rise upon the world. For therein the worship-
pers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship You,
the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You as Orient from
on high. Glory to You, O Lord.

Apolytikion of the Ancestors of God in the Second
Mode

Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, O
Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You glorified with the
shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. And you were
warned by an Angel. Entreat Christ God to save our souls.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.



Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ in the Third Mode

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence;
to the Unapproachable, the earth doth offer a small cave;
Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a
star the Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born
a young Child, He that existed before the ages as God.

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Galatians 1:11 – 19

Brethren, I would have you know that the gospel which was
preached by me is not according to man. For I did not re-
ceive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a
revelation of Jesus Christ.

For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I
persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy
it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age
among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions
of my fathers.

But when God who had set me apart before I was born,
and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal
his Son in me, in order that I might preach him among the
Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go
up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but
I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus.
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas,
and remained with him fifteen days.

But I saw none of the other apostles except James the
Lord’s brother.



Gospel Reading

Matthew 2:13 – 23

When the magi had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I
tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night,
and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called my son.”

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by
the magi, was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all
the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who
were two years old or under, according to the time which
he had ascertained from the magi. Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard
in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for
her children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no
more.”

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the
child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those
who sought the child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took
the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned
in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he
went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spo-
ken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a
Nazarene.”



Saints and Feasts
Sunday After the Nativity

On the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we make com-
memoration of Saints Joseph, the Betrothed of the Virgin;
David, the Prophet and King; and James, the Brother of God.

Saint Joseph was the son of Jacob, and the son-in-law—
and hence, as it were, the son— of Joachim, who was the
father of Mary the Virgin. He was of the tribe of Judah, of
the family of David, an inhabitant of Nazareth, a carpenter
by Trade, and advanced in age when, he was betrothed to
the Virgin, that he might protect her, provide for her, and be
known as her husband so that she, being a virgin, would not
suffer reproach when she was found to be with child. Joseph
had been married before his betrothal to our Lady; they who
are called Jesus’ “brethren and sisters” are the children of
Joseph by his first marriage. From Scripture, we know that
Saint Joseph lived at least until the Twelfth year after the
birth of Christ; according to the tradition of the Fathers, he
reposed before the beginning of the public ministry of Christ.

The child of God and ancestor of God, David, the great
Prophet after Moses, sprang from the tribe of Judah. He
was the son of Jesse, and was born in Bethlehem (whence it
is called the City of David), in the year 1085 before Christ.
While yet a youth, at the command of God he was anointed
secretly by the Prophet Samuel to be the second King of the
Israelites, while Saul— who had already been deprived of di-
vine grace— was yet living. In the thirtieth year of his life,
when Saul had been slain in battle, David was raised to the
dignity of King, first, by his own tribe, and then by all the
Israelite people, and he reigned for forty years. Having lived
seventy years, he reposed in 1015 before Christ, having pro-
claimed beforehand that his son Solomon was to be the suc-



cessor to the throne.
The sacred history has recorded not only the grace of the

Spirit that dwelt in him from his youth, his heroic exploits in
war, and his great piety towards God, but also his transgres-
sions and failings as a man. Yet his repentance was greater
than his transgresssions, and his love for God fervent and ex-
emplary; so highly did God honour this man, that when his
son Solomon sinned, the Lord told him that He would not
rend the kingdom in his lifetime “for David thy father’s sake.”
Of The Kings of Israel, Jesus the Son of Sirach testifies, “All,
except David and Hezekias and Josias, were defective.” The
name David means “beloved.”

Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ

The incomprehensible and inexplicable Nativity of Christ came
to pass when Herod the Great was reigning in Judea. He had
ruled tyrannically over the Jewish people for some thirty-three
years. The tribe of Judah, which had reigned of old, was de-
prived of its rights and stripped of all rule and authority. Such
was the condition of the Jews when the awaited Messiah was
born.

Our Saviour was born in Bethlehem, a city of Judea, whi-
ther Joseph had come from Nazareth of Galilee, taking Mary
his betrothed, who was great with child, that, according to
the decree issued in those days by the Emperor Augustus,
they might be registered in the census of those subject to
Rome. When the time came for the Virgin to give birth, and
since because of the great multitude there was no place in
the inn, the Virgin’s circumstance constrained them to enter
a cave which was near Bethlehem. Having as shelter a stable
of irrational beasts, she gave birth there, and swaddled the
Infant and laid Him in the manger.

But while the earth gave the new-born Saviour such a



humble reception, Heaven on high celebrated majestically His
world-saving coming. A wondrous star, shining with uncom-
mon brightness and following a strange course, led Magi from
the East to Bethlehem to worship the new-born King. Cer-
tain shepherds who were in the area of Bethlehem, who kept
watch while tending their sheep, were suddenly surrounded
by an extraordinary light, and they saw before them an An-
gel who proclaimed to them the good tidings of the Lord’s
joyous Nativity. And straightway, together with this Angel,
they beheld and heard a whole host of the Heavenly Powers
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will towards men” (Luke 2:8-14).

Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Robert Tewis; Robert (Tikhon) Foster; Lance (Stylianos)
Schmitt

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.



Introduction to Orthodox Christianity

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sundays following coffee hour.
We meet in the classrooms downstairs. Any who would like
to learn more about our Orthodox Faith, whether a newcomer
or a life-long member, are welcome to attend. Please contact
Fr. Jeremy to be added to the distribution list for readings.

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Jan-
uary 3 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, January 8 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas

• Wednesday, December 31: 6pm Great Vespers

• Thursday, January 1 Circmcision of Christ/St. Basil
the Great: 8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy of
St. Basil the Great

• Saturday, January 3: 8am Men’s Breakfast, 4pm Byzan-
tine Chant Class, 5pm Great Vespers


