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Sunday, December 21, 2025
Sunday Before the Nativity

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Third Mode

Let the heavens sing for joy, and let everything on earth be
glad. * For with His Arm the Lord has worked power. *
He trampled death under foot by means of death; * and He
became the firstborn from the dead. * From the maw of Hades
He delivered us; * and He granted the world His great mercy.



Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀναστάσιμον. ῏Ηχος γ´.

Εὐφραινέσθω τὰ οὐράνια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τὰ ἐπίγεια, ὅτι ἐποίησε
κράτος ἐν βραχίονι αὐτοῦ, ὁ Κύριος· ἐπάτησε τῷ θανάτῳ τὸν
θάνατον· πρωτότοκος τῶν νεκρῶν ἐγένετο· ἐκ κοιλίας ᾅδου
ἐῤῥύσατο ἡμᾶς, καὶ παρέσχε τῷ κόσμῳ τὸ μέγα ἔλεος.

Apolytikion of the Forefeast in the Fourth Mode

O Bethlehem, prepare, Eden is opened unto all. * And be
ready, Ephrata, for the Tree of life * has in the grotto blos-
somed forth from the Virgin. * Indeed her womb is shown to
be spiritually * a Paradise, in which is found the God-planted
Tree. * And if we eat from it we shall live, and shall not die,
as did Adam of old. * Christ is born, so that He might raise
up * the formerly fallen image.

Apolytikion of the Fathers in the Second Mode

Magnificent are the accomplishments of faith! The holy Three
Servants greatly rejoiced, as they stood in the fountain of fire,
as if beside the still waters; and the Prophet Daniel appeared
to be a shepherd of lions, as if they were sheep. At their
entreaties, O Christ God, save our souls.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.



Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ
in the Third Mode

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to
God the Word ineffably, Who was before all the ages. Dance
for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the
Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to
be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Hebrews 11:9 – 10, 32 – 40

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise,
as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs
with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the
city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell
of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel
and the prophets — who through faith conquered kingdoms,
enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won
strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign
armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection.

Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were
killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated — of whom the world was
not worthy — wandering over deserts and mountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth.



And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not
receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something
better for us, that apart from us they should not be made
perfect.

Gospel Reading

Matthew 1:1 – 25

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David,
the son of Abraham.

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram
the father of Ammin’adab, and Ammin’adab the father of
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the
father of Bo’az by Rahab, and Bo’az the father of Obed by
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of
David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uri’ah,
and Solomon the father of Rehobo’am, and Rehobo’am the fa-
ther of Abi’jah, and Abi’jah the father of Asa, and Asa the
father of Jehosh’aphat, and Jehosh’aphat the father of Jo-
ram, and Joram the father of Uzzi’ah, and Uzzi’ah the father
of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the
father of Hezeki’ah, and Hezeki’ah the father of Manas’seh,
and Manas’seh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of
Josi’ah, and Josi’ah the father of Jechoni’ah and his brothers,
at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoni’ah was the
father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerub’babel,
and Zerub’babel the father of Abi’ud, and Abi’ud the father
of Eli’akim, and Eli’akim the father of Azor, and Azor the



father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim
the father of Eli’ud, and Eli’ud the father of Elea’zar, and
Elea’zar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary,
of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David were four-
teen generations, and from David to the deportation to Baby-
lon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon
to the Christ fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child of the Holy
Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwill-
ing to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But
as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear
to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be called Emmanuel” (which means, God
with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her
not until she had borne her firstborn son; and he called his
name Jesus.

Saints and Feasts
Sunday Before the Nativity

On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eigh-
teenth of this month, we celebrate all those who from ages



past have been well-pleasing to God, beginning from Adam
even unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy Theotokos,
according to genealogy, as the Evangelist Luke hath recorded
historically (Luke 3:23-38); we also commemorate the Prophets
and Prophetesses, and especially the Prophet Daniel and the
Holy Three Children.

Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ

The incomprehensible and inexplicable Nativity of Christ came
to pass when Herod the Great was reigning in Judea. He had
ruled tyrannically over the Jewish people for some thirty-three
years. The tribe of Judah, which had reigned of old, was de-
prived of its rights and stripped of all rule and authority. Such
was the condition of the Jews when the awaited Messiah was
born.

Our Saviour was born in Bethlehem, a city of Judea, whi-
ther Joseph had come from Nazareth of Galilee, taking Mary
his betrothed, who was great with child, that, according to
the decree issued in those days by the Emperor Augustus,
they might be registered in the census of those subject to
Rome. When the time came for the Virgin to give birth, and
since because of the great multitude there was no place in
the inn, the Virgin’s circumstance constrained them to enter
a cave which was near Bethlehem. Having as shelter a stable
of irrational beasts, she gave birth there, and swaddled the
Infant and laid Him in the manger.

But while the earth gave the new-born Saviour such a
humble reception, Heaven on high celebrated majestically His
world-saving coming. A wondrous star, shining with uncom-
mon brightness and following a strange course, led Magi from
the East to Bethlehem to worship the new-born King. Cer-
tain shepherds who were in the area of Bethlehem, who kept
watch while tending their sheep, were suddenly surrounded



by an extraordinary light, and they saw before them an An-
gel who proclaimed to them the good tidings of the Lord’s
joyous Nativity. And straightway, together with this Angel,
they beheld and heard a whole host of the Heavenly Powers
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will towards men” (Luke 2:8-14).

Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Robert Tewis; Robert (Tikhon) Foster; Lance (Stylianos)
Schmitt

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Introduction to Orthodox Christianity

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sundays following coffee hour.
We meet in the classrooms downstairs. Any who would like
to learn more about our Orthodox Faith, whether a newcomer
or a life-long member, are welcome to attend. Please contact
Fr. Jeremy to be added to the distribution list for readings.



Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Jan-
uary 3 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, January 8 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas

• Wednesday, December 24 Eve of the Nativity: 9am
Orthros and Royal Hours, 6pm Vesperal Divine Liturgy
of St. Basil the Great

• Thursday, December 25 Nativity of Christ: 8am Or-
thros, 9am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

• Saturday, December 27: 5pm Great Vespers


