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Sunday, December 14, 2025
Eleventh Sunday of Luke

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Second Mode

When You descended unto death, O Lord who yourself are
immortal Life, then did You mortify Hades by the lightning
flash of Your Divinity. Also when You raised the dead from
the netherworld, all the Powers of the heavens were crying
out: O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory be to You.



Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀναστάσιμον. ῏Ηχος β´.

῞Οτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ ζωὴ ἡ ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν
ᾅδην ἐνέκρωσας, τῇ ἀστραπῇ τῆς θεότητος· ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς
τεθνεῶτας, ἐκ τῶν καταχθονίων ἀνέστησας, πᾶσαι αἱ δυνάμεις
τῶν ἐπουρανίων ἐκραύγαζον· Ζωοδότα Χριστέ, ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν
δόξα σοι.

Apolytikion of the Forefathers in the Second Mode

By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them
betrothed to yourself the Church that came out of the na-
tions. The saints are boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit,
the Virgin who without seed gave birth to You, is from their
progeny. At their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ
in the Third Mode

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to
God the Word ineffably, Who was before all the ages. Dance
for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the
Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to
be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.



Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Colossians 3:4 – 11

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also
will appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore what is
earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath
of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you
once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all
away; anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your
mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put
off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new
nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of
its creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but
Christ is all, and in all.

Gospel Reading

Luke 14:16 – 24

The Lord said this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet,
and invited many; and at the time of the banquet he sent his
servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all
is now ready.’ But they all alike began to make excuses. The
first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I go out and see
it; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I
pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have married
a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and
reported this to his master.

Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out



quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the
poor and maimed and blind and lame.’ And the servant said,
‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is still
room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my
house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who
were invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but
few are chosen.’ ”

Saints and Feasts
Sunday of the Forefathers

On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the el-
eventh of this month, we commemorate Christ’s forefathers
according to the flesh, both those that came before the Law,
and those that lived after the giving of the Law.

Special commemoration is made of the Patriarch Abra-
ham, to whom the promise was first given, when God said to
him, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”
(Gen. 22:18). This promise was given some two thousand
years before Christ, when Abraham was seventy-five years of
age. God called him and commanded him to forsake his coun-
try, parents, and kinsmen, and to depart to the land of the
Canaanites. When he arrived there, God told him, “I will
give this land to thy seed” (Gen. 12:7); for this cause, that
land was called the “Promised Land,” which later became the
country of the Hebrew people, and which is also called Pales-
tine by the historians. There, after the passage of twenty-four
years, Abraham received God’s law concerning circumcision.
In the one hundredth year of his life, when Sarah was in her
ninetieth year, they became the parents of Isaac. Having lived
175 years altogether, he reposed in peace, a venerable elder



full of days.

Thyrsos, Leucius, & Callinicos, Martyrs of Apollonia

Of these, the Martyrs who were from Asia Minor contested
for piety’s sake during the reign of Decius, in 250. Saint Leu-
cius, seeing the slaughter of the Christians, reproached the
Governor Cumbricius, for which he was hung up, harrowed
mercilessly on his sides, then beheaded. For boldly professing
himself a Christian and rebuking the Governor for worship-
ping stocks and stones as gods, Saint Thyrsus, after many
horrible tortures, was sentenced to be sawn asunder, but the
saw would not cut, and became so heavy in the executioners’
hands that they could not move it; Saint Thyrsus then gave
up his spirit, at Apollonia in the Hellespont. Saint Callinicus
a priest of the idols, was converted through the martyrdom
and miracles of Saint Thyrsus, and was beheaded.

During the reign of Diocletian (284-305), the Governor of
Antinoe in the Thebaid of Upper Egypt was Arian, a fierce
persecutor who had sent many Christians to a violent death,
among them Saints Timothy and Maura and Saint Sabine.
When he had imprisoned Christians for their confession of
faith, one of them, named Apollonius, a reader of the Church,
lost his courage at the sight of the instruments of torture,
and thought how he might escape torments without denying
Christ.

He gave money to Philemon a flute-player and a pagan,
that he might put on Apollonius’ clothes and offer sacrifice be-
fore Arian, so that all would think Apollonius to have done the
Governor’s will, and he might be released. Philemon agreed
to this, but when the time came to offer sacrifice, enlightened
by divine grace, he declared himself a Christian instead. He
and Apollonius, who also confessed Christ when the fraud was
exposed, were both beheaded. Before beheading them, Arian



had commanded that they be shot with arrows, but while
they remained unharmed, Arian himself was wounded by one
of the arrows.

Saint Philemon foretold that after his martyrdom, Arian
would be healed at his tomb. When this came to pass, Ar-
ian, the persecutor who had slain so many servants of Christ,
himself believed in Christ and was baptized with four of his
bodyguards. Diocletian heard of this and had Arian and his
body-guards brought to him. For their confession of Christ,
they were cast into the sea, and received the crown of life
everlasting.

Wisdom of the Fathers
“It is the foolish of this world, the lowly, who were called.
For the multitude marvelled at the words of grace which pro-
ceeded from the moutuh of Jesus, and they rejoiced in His
teaching. But after these had come to Him from the sons of
Israel, . . . then God’s goodness was poured out also upon the
Gentiles. For those who are in the highways and hedges mean
the Gentiles. . . . Understood in a simpler way, this parable
also teaches us to show favor to the poor and the crippled
rather than to the rich. . . . It is for this reason that He tells
this parable, to confirm that we must give hospitality to the
poor.”

- Blessed Theophylact of Ochrid, Explanation of the Gospel of Luke,
p. 185-186.

“Although to be called and to be cleansed was of grace, yet,
when called and clothed in clean garments, to continue keep-
ing them so, this is of the diligence of those who are called.”

- St. John Chrysostom, Homily 22 on Matthew , §2.



Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Robert Tewis; Robert (Tikhon) Foster; Lance (Stylianos)
Schmitt

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Introduction to Orthodox Christianity

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sundays following coffee hour.
We meet in the classrooms downstairs. Any who would like
to learn more about our Orthodox Faith, whether a newcomer
or a life-long member, are welcome to attend. Please contact
Fr. Jeremy to be added to the distribution list for readings.

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!



Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, De-
cember 20 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, January 8 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas

• Wednesday, December 17 Dionysios of Aegina: 8:30
Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy, 6pm Small Paraklesis

• Saturday, December 20: 8am Men’s Breakfast, 4pm
Byzantine Chant Class, 5pm Great Vespers


