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Greek Orthodox Church

3585 North 12th Street, Grand Junction, CO 81506
Office Phone: (970) 242-9590

www.saintnicholasgj.org

Rev. Fr. Jeremy Troy, Proistamenos
frjeremytroy@gmail.com

Sunday, November 23, 2025
Ninth Sunday of Luke

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Grave Mode

By means of Your Cross, O Lord, You abolished death. * To
the robber You opened Paradise. * The lamentation of the
myrrhbearing women You transformed, * and You gave Your
Apostles the order to proclaim to all * that You had risen, O
Christ our God, * and granted the world Your great mercy.



Apolytikion of the Entrance of the Theotokos in the
Fourth Mode

Today is the prelude of God’s good pleasure, and the procla-
mation of humanity’s salvation. In the temple of God, the Vir-
gin is presented openly, and in herself she announces Christ to
all. Let us, then, with a great voice cry aloud to her: “Rejoice,
you are the fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation.”

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.
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Kontakion of the Entrance of the Theotokos in the
Fourth Mode

The Savior’s most pure and immaculate temple, the very pre-
cious bridal chamber and Virgin, who is the sacred treasure
of the glory of God, on this day is introduced into the House
of the Lord, and with herself she brings the grace in the di-
vine Spirit. She is extolled by the Angels of God. A heavenly
tabernacle is she.



Gospel and Epistle Readings

Orthros Gospel
Mark 16:1 — 8

When the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they
might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day
of the week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen.
And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the
stone for us from the door of the tomb?” And looking up, they
saw that the stone was rolled back; for it was very large.

And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on
the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed.
And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here; see
the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see
him, as he told you.” And they went out and fled from the
tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Epistle Reading
Ephesians 2:14 — 22

Brethren, Christ is our peace, who has made us both one, and
has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing
in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that
he might create in himself one new man in place of the two,
so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one
body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an
end.



And he came and preached peace to you who were far off
and peace to those who were near; for through him we both
have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God, built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Je-
sus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole struc-
ture is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the
Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place
of God in the Spirit.

Gospel Reading
Luke 12:16 — 21

The Lord said this parable: “The land of a rich man brought
forth plentifully; and he thought to himself, “‘What shall I do,
for I have nowhere to store my crops?’

“And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns,
and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and
my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be
merry.’

“But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is re-
quired of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?” So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God.” As he said these things, he cried out: “He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”



Saints and Feasts

Amphilochios, Bishop of Iconium

Saint Amphilochios, who was born in Cappadocia, shone forth
in asceticism and divine knowledge even from his youth. He
was consecrated Bishop of Iconium in 341, after which he
struggled courageously against the blasphemies of Eunomius,
Macedonius the enemy of the Holy Spirit, and the followers of
Arius. He was present at the Second Ecumenical Council of
the 150 Fathers, which took place in Constantinople, convoked
during the reign of Theodosios the Great in the year 381.

In 383 Amphilochios wished to persuade the Emperor The-
odosios to forbid the Arians from gathering in Constantinople
and to commit the churches to the Orthodox, but the Emperor
was reluctant to do such a thing. The next time that Amphilo-
chios entered the palace, he addressed Theodosios with proper
honour, but slighted his young son Arcadius in his presence.
Theodosios was indignant, and said the dishonour shown to
his son was equally an insult to himself. To this Saint Am-
philochios answered that as he would not suffer an insult to
his son, so he ought to believe that God is wroth with those
who blaspheme His Only-begotten. Saint Theodosios under-
stood and admired Amphilochios’ ingenious device, and he
issued the desired edict in September of the same year.

Saint Amphilochios, having reached deep old age, reposed
in peace about the year 395. Saint Basil the Great wrote many
letters to Saint Amphilochios, his friend and fellow champion
of the Faith, and at his request wrote his treatise On the Holy
Spirit, which besides demonstrating the divinity of the Holy
Spirit and His equality with the Father and the Son, defends
the Church’s unwritten ancient traditions, such as making
the sign of the Cross, turning towards the East in prayer, no
kneeling on Sunday, and so forth.



Gregory, Bishop of Agrigentum

Saint Gregory, the son of pious parents named Chariton and
Theodora, was born in Agrigentum, a city of Sicily, and was
great in virtue from his childhood. He was baptized, brought
up, and tonsured reader by Bishop Potamion during the reign
of Justinian II, in the seventh century. At the age of eighteen
he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, where he was ordained
deacon by Macarius, Bishop of Jerusalem. He traveled to
Constantinople, and then to Rome where he was consecrated
Bishop of his native Agrigentum.

As Bishop of Agrigentum he worked many miracles and
shone brilliantly in virtue, but also suffered many great temp-
tations from the priests Sabine and Crescentius, who so envied
him that they slandered him to the Pope as a fornicator and
had him cast into prison for two and a half years. In the end,
however, he vindicated himself by casting the demon out of
the woman who had falsely accused him of committing sin
with her. Saint Gregory reposed in peace in deep old age.

Wisdom of the Fathers

“God did His part and showed His mercy; for all the ground
of the rich man brought forth plentifully, not just one of his
fields. But the rich man himself bore so little fruit from the
mercy shown him that even before he had gathered the crops,
he imagined them already locked up for himself. ...

“Truly it is at night when the soul of such a sinner is de-
manded of him. It is night for this sinner who is darkened by
the love of wealth, and into whom the light of divine knowl-
edge cannot penetrate, and death overtakes him. Thus he who
lays up treasure for himself is called foolish: he never stops
drawing up plans and dies in the midst of them. But if he had



been laying up treasure for the poor and for God, it would
not have been so. Let us strive, therefore, to be rich toward
God, that is, to trust in God, to have Him as our wealth and
the treasury of wealth, and not to speak of my goods but ‘the
good things of God.”

- Blessed Theophylact of Ochrid, Ezplanation of the Holy Gospel
According to Luke, pp. 146-148.

Parish Prayer List

Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Robert Tewis; Olivia Coe; Robert (Tikhon) Foster

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information

Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Introduction to Orthodox Christianity

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sundays following coffee hour.
We meet in the classrooms downstairs. Any who would like
to learn more about our Orthodox Faith, whether a newcomer
or a life-long member, are welcome to attend. Please contact
Fr. Jeremy to be added to the distribution list for readings.



Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, De-
cember 20 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, December 11 at 12pm.
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This Week at St. Nicholas

e Tuesday, November 25 Great Martyr Katherine: 8:30am
Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

e Wednesday, November 26: 6pm Small Paraklesis

e Saturday, November 29: 4pm Byzantine Chant Class,
5pm Great Vespers



