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Sunday of the Seventh Ecumenical Council

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Mode

The stone had been secured with a seal by the Judeans, *
and a guard of soldiers was watching Your immaculate body.
* You rose on the third day, O Lord * and Savior, granting life
unto the world. * For this reason were the powers of heaven
crying out to You, O Life-giver: * Glory to Your resurrec-
tion, O Christ; * glory to Your eternal rule; * glory to Your
dispensation, only One who loves mankind.



Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀνασvτάσvιμον. ῏Ηχος α´.

Τοῦ λίθου σvφραγισvθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν ᾿Ιουδαίων, καὶ σvτρατιωτῶν
φυλασvσvόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σvου σvῶμα, ἀνέσvτης τριήμερος Σω-
τήρ, δωρούμενος τῷ κόσvμῳ τὴν ζωήν. Διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις
τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σvοι Ζωοδότα· Δόξα τῇ ἀνασvτάσvει σvου Χρι-
σvτέ, δόξα τῇ βασvιλείᾳ σvου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σvου, μόνε Φιλάν-
θρωπε.

Apolytikion of the Holy Fathers in the Plagal Fourth
Mode

Supremely blessed are You, O Christ our God. You estab-
lished the holy Fathers upon the earth as beacons, and through
them You have guided us all to the true Faith. Greatly mer-
ciful One, glory be to You!

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion in the Second Mode

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with
the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ig-
nore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with
faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O
Theotokos who protect now and ever those who honor you.



Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Titus 3:8 – 15

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on
these things, so that those who have believed in God may be
careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent
and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, ge-
nealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are
unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after
admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with
him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he
is self-condemned.

When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best
to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the
winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and
Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our
people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help
cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are
with me send greeting to you. Greet those who love us in the
faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Gospel Reading

Luke 8:5 – 15

The Lord said this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed;
and as he sowed, some fell along the path, and was trodden
under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell
on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it
had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns
grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and
grew, and yielded a hundredfold.”



And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant,
he said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the
kingdom of God; but for others they are in parables, so that
seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not under-
stand.

“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the
devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, that
they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock
are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy;
but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of
temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns,
they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their
fruit does not mature. And as for that in the good soil, they
are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and
good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.”

As he said these things, he cried out, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.”

Saints and Feasts
Sunday of the 7th Ecumenical Council

On the Sunday that falls on or immediately after the eleventh
of this month, we chant the Service to the 350 holy Fathers of
the Seventh Ecumenical Council, which gathered in Nicaea in
787 under the holy Patriarch Tarasius and during the reign of
the Empress Irene and her son, Constantine Porphyrogenitus,
to refute the Iconoclast heresy, which had received imperial
support beginning with the Edict issued in 726 by Emperor
Leo the Isaurian. The Fathers present at this Council refuted
the false council of Hieria (754), which had upheld Iconoclasm



under pressure from the emperor Constantine V.
The Fathers at Nicaea decreed that “venerable and holy

images are to be dedicated in the holy churches of God, namely
the image of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ, of
our immaculate Lady the Holy Theotokos, and of the angels
and all the saints. They are to be accorded the veneration
of honor, not indeed the true worship paid to the divine na-
ture alone, but in the same way, as this is accorded to the
life-giving cross, the holy gospels, and other sacred offerings.”

Many of the holy Fathers who condemned Iconoclasm at
this holy Council later died as Confessors and Martyrs for the
holy Icons during the second assult of Iconoclasm in the ninth
century, especially during the reigns of Leo the Armenian and
Theophilus. This second rising of Iconoclasm was ended in
843 by a Council in Constantinople, which was convened by
the Empress St. Theodora, and which is celebrated on the
first Sunday of Great and Holy Lent.

Probus, Andronicus, & Tarachos, Martyrs of Tarsus

The holy Martyrs contested for Christ during the reign of
Diocletian, in the year 296 or 304. Tarachus was advanced in
years, of Roman birth, and had been a soldier; Probus was
from Side in Pamphylia, and Andronicus from Ephesus. They
were taken together in Cilicia and subjected to manifold ex-
ceedingly cruel tenures. Tarachus was beaten on his cheeks
and neck with stones, his hands were burned, he was hanged
on a post and smoke was put underneath him to choke him;
vinegar was forced down his nostrils; after enduring further
tortures, he was carved to pieces. Probus was thrashed with
whips, his feet were burned with red hot irons, his back and
sides were pierced with heated spits; finally he also was cut
up with knives, and received the crown of martyrdom. An-
dronicus suffered similar tortures, and also finished his course



being cut to pieces, commending his soul into the hands of
God.

Wisdom of the Fathers
“The Lord went out to sow His seed. Where? In people’s
hearts, for these are the fields which receive spiritual seeds.
Some of them resemble a path, as they have been trampled
down and pressed solid by evil thoughts and passions, and
by the most wicked demons who oversee these things. Those
who are like rocky ground are unable, on account of their
faint-heartedness and hardness, to hold on to the seeds of
teaching to the end, or to bear fruit through them for eternal
life. As for those who resemble ground which brings forth
thorns, they are intent on possessions and wealth, fleeting
pleasures and what springs from these.

“‘Other fell on good ground,’ that is to say, a soul with a
good and noble disposition, which eagerly receives the word
of instruction and holds on to it, without allowing itself to
be used as a channel for the enemies of its salvation to pass
through, and which patiently watches over it, resolutely hold-
ing fast to what it has heard, bearing temptations with forti-
tude. Rejecting a fleeting life devoted to money-making and
enjoyment, it matures and bears fruit, which, in the words of
the divine Mark, ‘sprang up and increased; and brought forth,
some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.’

“Let each one of you, through repentance, pull up by the
roots the thorns and thistles of sin that you have nurtured in
yourself through a life full of passions and pleasures. By so
doing, you will cultivate your field and make yourself ready
to receive the saving seed. Then once you have received it,
you will bring to perfection the fruit of eternal life. Not only
ought we to give up our physical desires for the sake of that



life, but even, if need be, our soul, for thus we shall follow in
the Master’s footsteps, be partakers of the glory and kingdom
which are in Christ, and live with Him for ever, glorified with
Him.”

- St. Gregory Palamas, Homilies 47, §§8, 10, 17.

Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Robert Tewis; Olivia Coe; Robert (Tikhon) Foster

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Introduction to Orthodox Christianity

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sundays following coffee hour.
We meet in the classrooms downstairs. Any who would like
to learn more about our Orthodox Faith, whether a newcomer
or a life-long member, are welcome to attend. Please contact
Fr. Jeremy to be added to the distribution list for readings.



Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, November 13 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas
• Wednesday, October 15: 6pm Small Paraklesis

• Saturday, October 18 Apostle Luke the Evangelist:

– 9am Orthros, 10am Divine Liturgy
– 4pm Byzantine Chant Class, 5pm Great Vespers


