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Sunday, October 5, 2025
Second Sunday of Luke

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Fourth Mode

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and con-
descended to be buried for three days, so that from the pas-
sions You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, O Lord,
glory be to You.



Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀνασvτάσvιμον. ῏Ηχος πλ. δ´.

᾿Εξ ὕψους κατῆλθες ὁ Εὔσvπλαγχνος, ταφὴν κατεδέξω τριήμερον,
ἵνα ἡμᾶς ἐλευθερώσvῃς τῶν παθῶν. ῾Η ζωὴ καὶ ἡ ἀνάσvτασvις
ἡμῶν, Κύριε δόξα σvοι.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion in the Second Mode

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with
the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ig-
nore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with
faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O
Theotokos who protect now and ever those who honor you.

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Orthros Gospel

Luke 24:36 – 53

At that time, Jesus, having risen from the dead, stood in the
midst of his disciples and said to them, “Peace to you!” But
they were startled and frightened, and supposed that they
saw a spirit.



And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do
questionings rise in your hearts? See my hands and feet, that
it is I myself; handle me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh
and bones as you see that I have.” And when he said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet. And while they still
disbelieved for joy, and wondered, he said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish
and some honeycomb, and he took it and ate before them.

Then he said to them, “These are my words which I spoke
to you, while I was still with you, that everything written
about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to un-
derstand the scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is writ-
ten, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
should be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I
send the promise of my Father upon you; but stay in the city
of Jerusalem, until you are clothed with power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his
hands, he blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted
from them, and was carried up into heaven. And they wor-
shiped him, and they returned to Jerusalem with great joy,
and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God.
Amen.

Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 6:16 – 7:1

Brethren, you are the temple of the living God; as God said,
“I will live in them and move among them, and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. Therefore come out from
them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch



nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a
father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says
the Lord Almighty.”

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse our-
selves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make
holiness perfect in the fear of God.

Gospel Reading

Luke 6:31 – 36

The Lord said, “And as you wish that men would do to you,
do so to them. If you love those who love you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And
if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to
those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

“But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, despairing
of no man; and your reward will be great, and you will be
sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and
the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”

Saints and Feasts
Martyr Charitina

Saint Charitina was from Amisos in Pontus and lived during
the reign of Emperor Diocletian (284-305). Orphaned at a
young age, she became the servant of a noble Roman Christian
named Claudianus, or Claudius, who brought her up as his
own daughter. The young girl was very pretty, sensible, and
kind. She imparted her love for Christ to others, and brought
many to the path of salvation. Although she was not yet



baptized, she was a Christian at heart. She studied the Law
of God day and night, and vowed to preserve her virginity as
a true bride of Christ.

Because Saint Charitina brought many others to the Chris-
tian Faith, Dometius, one of Emperor Diocletian’s governors,
came to hear of her and sent a letter to Claudius, ordering
him to send Charitina to him so that he might question her.
Claudius had no doubts about the result of this interrogation.
Grieved at the prospect of losing her, he put on sackcloth and
wept bitter tears. Charitina comforted him, saying: “Do not
grieve, my master, but rejoice, for I am to become an accept-
able sacrifice to God, for my sins and for yours.” Claudius
replied: “O Servant of God, remember me when you stand
before the heavenly King in the ranks of the Holy Martyrs.”

The Saint was brought before a judge at the tribunal. He
asked her: “Is it true that you are a Christian, and that you
delude others by bringing them to your impious faith?” Char-
itina replied: “It is true that I am a Christian, but it is a lie
that I delude others. On the contrary, I lead them from de-
ception to the path of truth, bringing them to my Christ.”

Then the judge ordered her hair to be cut off, but by the
power of God, her hair grew back even longer than before.
The judge had her subjected to cruel and painful tortures.
Finally, they tied a stone around her neck and threw her into
the sea. She cried out: “This is my Baptism.” Suddenly, the
stone was loosened and sank, and God delivered her from the
sea unharmed.

Then the wicked judge sent many dissolute men to violate
her. Fearing this dishonor, Saint Charitina prayed that God
would receive her soul before these vile men could defile her
virginal body; and so, as she prayed, she surrendered her pure
soul to God.

When the judge saw that she was dead, he had her body



placed in a sack weighted with stones, and tossed it into the
sea. By Divine Providence, her body was brought to the
shore three days later. Her master Claudius found her body
and buried her with appropriate honor and reverence.

Wisdom of the Fathers
“There is no other path toward spiritual love, which forms the
invisible image, except by first beginning to show compassion
in proportion to the Father’s perfection, as our Lord said.
For He commanded those who obey Him to lay this as their
foundation.”

- St. Isaac the Syrian, Ascetical Homilies 1, p. 118.

“It is a natural impulse in all of us to want to be loved and
well treated by others as much as by ourselves. The will to do
good and to be as well disposed towards all as we are towards
ourselves is therefore also inborn in us. We were all made in
the image of Him who is good. Then when sin entered and
multiplied, it did not extinguish our self-love, since it was not
at all opposed to that, but it cooled down love for one another,
the crown of the virtues, changed it and rendered it useless.
As a result, He who renews our nature, recalling it to the
grace of His own image and putting His laws, as the prophet
tells us, in our hearts, says, ‘As you wish that men would do
to you, do so to them,’ and ‘If you love those who love you,
what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you,
what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.’”

- St. Gregory Palamas, Homilies 45, pp. 355-356.



Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Connie (Constantina) Jouflas; Robert Tewis; Olivia
Coe; Robert (Tikhon) Foster

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Introduction to Orthodox Christianity

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sundays following coffee hour.
We meet in the classrooms downstairs. Any who would like
to learn more about our Orthodox Faith, whether a newcomer
or a life-long member, are welcome to attend. Please contact
Fr. Jeremy to be added to the distribution list for readings.

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!



Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, October 9 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas
Following Divine Liturgy this morning, we will pray the Tris-
agion Prayers for the servant of God Richard Sherman.

• Monday, October 6 Apostle Thomas: 8:30am Or-
thros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

• Wednesday, October 8: 6pm Small Paraklesis

• Thursday, October 9: 12pm Ladies’ Luncheon


