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Sunday, September 28, 2025
First Sunday of Luke

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Grave Mode

By means of Your Cross, O Lord, You abolished death. * To
the robber You opened Paradise. * The lamentation of the
myrrhbearing women You transformed, * and You gave Your
Apostles the order to proclaim to all * that You had risen, O
Christ our God, * and granted the world Your great mercy.



Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀνασvτάσvιμον. ῏Ηχος βαρύς.

Κατέλυσvας τῷ Σταυρῷ σvου τὸν θάνατον· ἠνέῳξας τῷ λῃσvτῇ
τὸν Παράδεισvον· τῶν Μυροφόρων τὸν θρῆνον μετέβαλες, καὶ
τοῖς σvοῖς Ἀποσvτόλοις κηρύττειν ἐπέταξας, ὅτι ἀνέσvτης Χρισvτὲ
ὁ Θεός, παρέχων τῷ κόσvμῳ τὸ μέγα ἔλεος.

Apolytikion of Saint Chariton in the Plagal Fourth
Mode

With the rivers of your tears you made the barren desert
bloom; and with your sighs from deep within, you made your
labors bear their fruits a hundredfold; and you became a star,
illuminating the world by your miracles, O Chariton our de-
vout father. Intercede with Christ our God, for the salvation
of our souls.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion in the Second Mode

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with
the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ig-
nore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with
faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O
Theotokos who protect now and ever those who honor you.



Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 6:1 – 10

Brethren, working together with him, we entreat you not to
accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, “At the accept-
able time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of
salvation.” Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now
is the day of salvation.

We put no obstacle in any one’s way, so that no fault
may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance,
in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments,
tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, for-
bearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteous-
ness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor,
in ill repute and good repute.

We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown,
and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished,
and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor,
yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing
everything.

Gospel Reading

Luke 5:1 – 11

At that time, while Jesus was standing by the lake of Gen-
nesaret, he saw two boats by the lake; but the fishermen had
gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into
one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out



a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people
from the boat.

And when he had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, “Put
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And
Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took noth-
ing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” And when
they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as
their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in
the other boat to come and help them. And they came and
filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.

But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees,
saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For
he was astonished, and all who were with him, at the catch
of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; henceforth you will
be catching men.”

And when they had brought their boats to land, they left
everything and followed him.

Saints and Feasts
Chariton the Confessor

Saint Chariton the Confessor was born at Iconium in the
province of Lycaonia, and suffered there during a persecution
against Christians in the reign of Emperor Aurelian (270-275).
The example of the holy Protomartyr Thekla, who was also a
native of his city, encouraged him to confess Christ, since he
had a great devotion to her.

Saint Chariton bravely denounced the pagan gods and
staunchly confessed faith in the one True God, Christ the
Savior. The holy Confessor underwent fierce tortures but, by



God’s Providence, he survived. The persecution ended after
Aurelian’s death in 275. Saint Chariton was among the many
Christians who were released from prison, and he resolved to
dedicate his entire life to the service of the Lord. Although
he escaped death, he grieved because he had not received the
crown of martyrdom.

After arriving at Jerusalem on a pilgrimage to the holy
places, he fell into the hands of thieves. They tied him up
and threw him in a cave, intending to kill him later. After
they left to find people to rob, the saint prayed fervently to
God expecting to be put to death. He did not ask God to
deliver him, but instead he entreated Him to do with him as
He wished.

At this time a snake crawled into the cave and began to
drink wine from a vessel setting there. Later it vomited forth
its deadly venom, poisoning the wine. When they returned to
the cave, the evil men drank the poisoned wine and they all
perished. Thus, their wicked lives came to a fitting end. Saint
Chariton gave thanks to God, and then he gave away the gold
which the malefactors had stolen, distributing it to the poor,
to churches, and to monasteries. He began his ascetic strug-
gles in the place of his miraculous rescue, and there he built
a church. In time a monastery was established: the renowned
Pharan Lavra in Palestine. Saint Chariton’s fame drew many
disciples to him. He governed them with paternal affection,
and he elevated them to the highest degrees of virtue.

Saint Chariton compiled a strict Rule for his monastery.
Yearning for solitude, the monk withdrew further into the
desert in order to avoid the praise of men, but he never re-
jected anyone who sought his spiritual guidance. He founded
two more monasteries: the Jericho (called the Monastery of
Saint Chariton) and the Souka, which was called “the old
Lavra.” He also brought many Jews and pagans to the Faith.



At the end of his life, Saint Chariton struggled in a cave
atop a hill near the Souka monastery, but he did not cease
to provide guidance for all three of the monasteries which
he founded. He fell asleep in the Lord peacefully and at an
advanced age on September 28, 350.

Wisdom of the Fathers
“Anyone who looks into the matter will see that humility is
always united with faith in Christ, and the two increase to-
gether. When in the beginning Peter caught a great multi-
tude of fish in his nets at Christ’s command, and believed
completely, he said to Him, ‘Depart from me; for I am a sin-
ful man, O Lord’. Again, when the centurion said humbly
to Christ, ‘Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come
under my roof’, the Lord said of him to His followers, ‘Verily,
I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in
Israel’. So only believers have humility, and only those who
are humble have faith.”

- St. Gregory Palamas, Homily 43, “On the Canaanite Woman,” §6.

“The Lord flees glory, which all the more pursues Him. When
the crowd pressed against Him, He entered the boat, so that
from the boat He could teach those standing on the shore,
and everyone would be in front of Him, rather than some
coming towards Him from behind. And when He had finished
teaching the people, He did not leave the owner of the boat
without payment, but gave him a two-fold benefit: He be-
stowed on him an abundance of fish, and He made him His
disciple.”

- Theophylact of Ochrid, Explanation of the Holy Gospel According to
Luke, p. 56.



Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Connie (Constantina) Jouflas; Robert Tewis; Olivia
Coe; Robert (Tikhon) Foster

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school
ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Introduction to Orthodox Christianity

Our Adult Ed class meets on Sundays following coffee hour.
We meet in the classrooms downstairs. Any who would like
to learn more about our Orthodox Faith, whether a newcomer
or a life-long member, are welcome to attend. Please contact
Fr. Jeremy to be added to the distribution list for readings.

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!



Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Octo-
ber 4 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, October 9 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas
• Wednesday, October 1: 6pm Small Paraklesis

• Saturday, October 4: 8am Men’s Breakfast, 4pm Byzan-
tine Chant Class, 5pm Great Vespers


