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Sunday, August 24, 2025
Eleventh Sunday of Matthew

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Second Mode

When You descended unto death, O Lord who yourself are
immortal Life, then did You mortify Hades by the lightning
flash of Your Divinity. Also when You raised the dead from
the netherworld, all the Powers of the heavens were crying
out: O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory be to You.



Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀνασvτάσvιμον. ῏Ηχος β´.

῞Οτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ ζωὴ ἡ ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν
ᾅδην ἐνέκρωσvας, τῇ ἀσvτραπῇ τῆς θεότητος· ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς
τεθνεῶτας, ἐκ τῶν καταχθονίων ἀνέσvτησvας, πᾶσvαι αἱ δυνάμεις
τῶν ἐπουρανίων ἐκραύγαζον· Ζωοδότα Χρισvτέ, ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν
δόξα σvοι.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos in the
Fourth Mode

Both Joachim and Anna from their sterility’s stigma, and
Adam and Eve from their mortality’s ruin have been set free,
O immaculate Maid, by your holy nativity. For this do your
people hold celebration, redeemed from the guilt of transgres-
sion as they cry to you, “The barren one bears the Theotokos,
the nourisher of our Life.”

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Orthros Gospel

John 21:14 – 25

At that time, Jesus revealed himself to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead. And he said to Simon Peter, “Si-



mon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said
to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him,
“Feed my lambs.”

A second time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love
you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.”

He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the
third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you
know everything; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to
you, when you were young, you girded yourself and walked
where you would; but when you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where
you do not wish to go.” This he said to show by what death
he was to glorify God. And after this he said to him, “Follow
me.”

Peter turned and saw following them the disciple whom
Jesus loved, who had lain close to his breast at the supper
and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?”
When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this
man?” Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until
I come, what is that to you? Follow me!” The saying spread
abroad among the brethren that this disciple was not to die;
yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it
is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”

This is the disciple who is bearing witness to these things,
and who has written these things; and we know that his tes-
timony is true. But there are also many other things which
Jesus did; were every one of them to be written, I suppose
that the world itself could not contain the books that would
be written. Amen.



Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 9:2 – 12

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This
is my defense to those who would examine me. Do we not have
the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right
to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the
brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and
I who have no right to refrain from working for a living?

Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants
a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a flock
without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human
authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is written
in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is
treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned?
Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for
our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the
thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop.

If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much
if we reap your material things? If others share this rightful
claim upon you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have
not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather
than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.

Gospel Reading

Matthew 18:23 – 35

The Lord said this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children
and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant



fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me,
and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him the
lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.

“But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one
of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So
his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put
him in prison till he should pay the debt.

“When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that
debt because you besought me; and should not you have had
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in
anger his lord delivered him to the torturers, till he should pay
all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to everyone
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Saints and Feasts
Hieromartyr Eutyches

The Hieromartyr Eutyches, a disciple of the holy Apostles
John the Theologian and Paul, lived from the first century
into the beginning of the second century, and was from the
Palestinian city of Sebastea.

Although Saint Eutyches is not one of the 70 Apostles,
he is called an Apostle because of his labors with the older
Apostles, by whom he was made bishop. After hearing about
Christ the Savior, Saint Eutyches first became a disciple of
the Apostle John the Theologian. Later he met the Apostle
Paul, and preached together with him on the early journeys.



Saint Eutyches underwent many sufferings: they starved
him with hunger, beat him with iron rods, they threw him
into the fire, and then to be devoured by wild beasts. Once,
a lion was let loose upon the saint, which astonished every-
one because it praised the Creator with a human voice. The
hieromartyr Eutyches completed his labors in his native city,
where he was beheaded with a sword at the beginning of the
second century.

Hieromartyr Cosmas of Aetolia

Our holy Father Cosmas was from the town of Mega Dendron
of Aetolia. At the age of twenty, he went to study at the school
of the Monastery of Vatopedi on the Holy Mountain. Later,
he came to the Athonite Monastery of Philotheou where he
was tonsured. With the blessing of his abbot, he departed
for Constantinople where he learned the art of rhetoric, and
thereafter, he began to preach throughout all the regions of
northern Greece, the Ionian Islands, but especially in Albania,
for the Christian people there were in great ignorance because
of the oppression and cruelty of the Muslims. Finally, in 1776,
after having greatly strengthened and enlightened the faithful,
working many signs and wonders all the while, he was falsely
accused by the leaders of the Jewish people and was executed
by strangulation by the Turks in Albania.

Wisdom of the Fathers
“It is His purpose to alarm him by this threat, so He might
bring him to supplication, not that he should be sold . . .Why
then did He not do this, nor forgive the debt before the ac-
count? He did it desiring to teach him from how many obliga-
tions He is delivering him, that in this way at least he might



become more mild towards his fellow-servant . . . He gave more
than he asked, remission and forgiveness of the entire debt
. . . But even so, He willed that the other also seem to con-
tribute something, that he might not be exceedingly covered
with shame, and that he being schooled in his own calamities,
might be indulgent to his fellow servant . . . Let us, the cov-
etous, listen well, for even to us is the word spoken. Let us
hearken also, the merciless, and the cruel, for not to others are
we cruel, but to ourselves. When then you are minded to be
revengeful, consider that against yourself are you revengeful,
not against another, that you are binding up your own sins,
not your neighbor’s . . . Now the sentence is of much indigna-
tion, and vengeance and punishment . . . Two things therefore
He requires here, both to condemn ourselves for our sins, and
to forgive others . . . and from the heart.”

- St. John Chrysostom, Homily 61 on Matthew 18 , §§3, 4, 5.

Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Connie (Constantina) Jouflas; Robert Tewis; Lance
(Stylianos) Schmitt; Olivia Coe; Robert Foster

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Church School

Church School for our children begins following Holy Com-
munion. We have two classrooms: one for elementary-school



ages, and one for middle school and up. Please allow our
Church School kids and their teachers to come up for Com-
munion first.

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Septem-
ber 6 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, September 11 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas
• Wednesday, August 27: 6pm Small Paraklesis

• Friday, August 29 Beheading of St. John the Bap-
tist: 8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

• Saturday, August 30: 4pm Byzantine Chant Class, 5pm
Great Vespers


