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Sunday, August 10, 2025
Ninth Sunday of Matthew

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Second Antiphon

Save us, O Son of God, who were transfigured on Mt. Tabor.
We sing to You, Alleluia.

Σῶσvον ἡμᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἐν τῷ ὄρει τῷ Θαβὼρ μεταμορφω-
θείς, ψάλλοντάς σvοι, Ἀλληλούϊα.



Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Fourth Mode

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and con-
descended to be buried for three days, so that from the pas-
sions You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, O Lord,
glory be to You.

Apolytikion of the Transfiguration in the Grave Mode

You were transfigured upon the mountain, O Christ our God,
showing to Your disciples Your glory as much as they could
bear. Do also in us, sinners though we may be, shine Your
everlasting light, by the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Giver of light. Glory to You.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of the Transfiguration in the Grave Mode

Upon the mountain were You transfigured, and Your disci-
ples beheld Your glory as far as they were able, O Christ our
God; so that when they would see You crucified they might
understand that Your Passion was deliberate, and declare to
the world that in truth You are the Father’s radiance.



Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 3:9 – 17

Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field,
God’s building. According to the grace of God given to me,
like a skilled master builder, I laid a foundation, and another
man is building upon it. Let each man take care how he builds
upon it. For no other foundation can any one lay than that
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw — each man’s work will
become manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will
be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work
each one has done. If the work which any man has built on
the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If any man’s
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will
be saved, but only as through fire.

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys God’s temple,
God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and that
temple you are.

Gospel Reading

Matthew 14:22 – 34

At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and
go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up into the
hills by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but the boat by this time was out on the sea, beaten
by the waves; for the wind was against them.



And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them,
walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And
they cried out for fear. But immediately he spoke to them,
saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.”

And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, bid me come
to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of
the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but
when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid, and beginning to
sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached
out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “O man of little
faith, why did you doubt?”

And when they entered the boat, the wind ceased. And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the
Son of God.” And when they had crossed over, they came to
land at Gennesaret.

Saints and Feasts
Sunday After the Transfiguration

Our Lord had spoken to His disciples many times not only
concerning His Passion, Cross, and Death, but also concerning
the coming persecutions and afflictions that they themselves
would endure. Since all these evils were near at hand, but the
enjoyment of good things which they hoped to receive in their
stead was yet to come, our Savior desired to give them full
assurance, evidently and openly, concerning that glory which
is prepared for those who endure to the end.

Therefore, fulfilling that which He had promised shortly
before, that “there be some standing here which shall not
taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in His
Kingdom” (Matt. 16:28), He took His three foremost disciples



and ascended Mount Tabor, where He was transfigured before
them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became
white as the light. Suddenly, together with this dread and
marvelous effulgence of light, there appeared those pinnacles
of the Prophets, Moses and Elias, who spoke with the Lord
Jesus concerning His saving Passion which was about to take
place. Standing before Him as reverent servants, they showed
that He is the Lord of both the living and the dead, for Moses
came forth from Hades, having died many centuries before,
and Elias, as it were from heaven, whither he had been taken
up while yet alive.

After a little while a radiant cloud overshadowed them and
out of the cloud they heard that same voice which had been
heard at the Jordan at the Baptism of Christ, testifying to
the Divinity of Jesus and saying: “This is My beloved Son, in
Whom I am well-pleased; hear ye Him” (Matt. 17: 5).

Such are the marvels, truly worthy of God, celebrated in
this present feast, which is an image and prefiguring of the
future state of the righteous, whose splendor the Lord spoke
of, saying: “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun”
(Matt. 13:43). According to tradition, the Lord’s Transfig-
uration came to pass forty days before His Crucifixion; this
is why the Transfiguration is celebrated forty days before the
Exaltation of the Cross.

Laurence the Holy Martyr & Archdeacon of Rome

This Saint, who was born in Spain, was the Archdeacon of the
Church of Rome, caring for the sacred vessels of the Church
and distributing money to the needy. About the year 257,
a harsh persecution was raised up against the Christians by
Valerian. Pope Sixtus, who was from Athens, was commanded
to worship the idols, and refused; before his martyrdom by
beheading, he committed to Laurence all the sacred vessels of



the Church.
When Laurence was arrested and brought before the Pre-

fect, he was questioned concerning the treasures of the Church;
he asked for three days’ time to prepare them. He then pro-
ceeded to gather all the poor and needy, and presented them
to the Prefect and said, “Behold the treasures of the Church.”
The Prefect became enraged at this and gave command that
Laurence be racked, then scourged with scorpions (a whip
furnished with sharp iron points), then stretched out on a
red-hot iron grill. But the courageous athlete of Christ en-
dured without groaning. After he had been burned on one
side, he said, “My body is done on one side; turn me over on
the other.” And when this had taken place, the Martyr said
to the tyrants, “My flesh is now well done, you may taste of
it.” And when he had said this, and had prayed for his slayers
in imitation of Christ, he gave up his spirit on August 10, 258.

Wisdom of the Fathers
“The light of the Lord’s transfiguration does not come into
being or cease to be, nor is it circumscribed or perceptible
to the senses, even though for a short time on the narrow
mountain top it was seen by human eyes. Rather, at that
moment the initiated disciples of the Lord ‘passed’, as we
have been taught, ‘from flesh to spirit’ by the transformation
of their senses, which the Spirit wrought in them, and so they
saw that ineffable light, when and as much as the Holy Spirit’s
power granted them to do so.

Those who are not aware of this light and who now blas-
pheme against it think that the chosen apostles saw the light
of the Lord’s transfiguration with their created faculty of
sight, and in this way they endeavour to bring down to the
level of a created object not just that light — God’s power



and kingdom — but even the power of the Holy Spirit, by
which divine things are revealed to the worthy. They have
not heard, or have not believed, Paul’s words, ‘Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
him. But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit: for
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.’”

- St. Gregory Palamas, Homily 34 “On the Transfiguration,” §8.

Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Connie (Constantina) Jouflas; Robert Tewis; Lance
(Stylianos) Schmitt; Olivia Coe; Robert Foster

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, Au-
gust 2 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!



Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, August 14 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas
• Monday, August 11: 6pm Small Paraklesis

• Wednesday, August 13: 6pm Great Paraklesis

• Thursday, August 14: 12pm Ladies’ Luncheon, 6pm
Great Vespers

• Friday, August 15 Dormition of the Theotokos: 8:30am
Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

• Saturday, August 16: 4pm Byzantine Chant Class, 5pm
Great Vespers


