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Sunday, June 29, 2025
Apostles Peter and Paul

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Second Mode

When You descended unto death, O Lord who yourself are
immortal Life, then did You mortify Hades by the lightning
flash of Your Divinity. Also when You raised the dead from
the netherworld, all the Powers of the heavens were crying
out: O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory be to You.



Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀνασvτάσvιμον. ῏Ηχος β´.

῞Οτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ ζωὴ ἡ ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν
ᾅδην ἐνέκρωσvας, τῇ ἀσvτραπῇ τῆς θεότητος· ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς
τεθνεῶτας, ἐκ τῶν καταχθονίων ἀνέσvτησvας, πᾶσvαι αἱ δυνάμεις
τῶν ἐπουρανίων ἐκραύγαζον· Ζωοδότα Χρισvτέ, ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν
δόξα σvοι.

Apolytikion of the Apostles in the Fourth Mode

Preeminent Apostles and teachers of the universe, intercede
with the Master of all, to grant peace to the whole world, and
great mercy to our souls.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion in the Second Mode

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with
the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ig-
nore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with
faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O
Theotokos who protect now and ever those who honor you.



Communion Verse

Their proclamation went forth into all the earth, and their
words to the ends of the world. Alleluia.

Εἰς πᾶσvαν τὴν γῆν ἐξῆλθεν ὁ φθόγγος αὐτῶν καὶ εἰς τὰ πέρατα

τῆς οἰκουμένης τὰ ῥήματα αὐτῶν. Ἀλληλούϊα.

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

2 Cor. 11:21 – 33; 12:1 – 9

Brethren, whatever anyone dares to boast of — I am speaking
as a fool — I also dare to boast of that. Are they Hebrews?
So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants
of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a
better one — I am talking like a madman — with far greater
labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and
often near death.

Five times I have received at the hands of the Jews the
forty lashes less one. Three times I have been beaten with
rods; once I was stoned. Three times I have been shipwrecked;
a night and a day I have been adrift at sea; on frequent
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, dan-
ger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the
city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from
false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless
night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and
exposure.

And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure
upon me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak,
and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not



indignant? If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show
my weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who
is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. At Damascus, the
governor under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus and
wanted to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a
window in the wall, and escaped his hands.

I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I
will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven — whether in the body or out of the body I do
not know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught
up into Paradise — whether in the body or out of the body I
do not know, God knows — and he heard things that cannot
be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man I
will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of
my weaknesses. Though if I wish to boast, I shall not be a
fool, for I shall be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it,
so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or
hears from me.

And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance
of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger
of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated.
Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should
leave me; but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” I will all the more
gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.

Gospel Reading

Matthew 16:13 – 19

At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do men say that the Son



of man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others
say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.”

Saints and Feasts
Apostles Peter and Paul

The divinely-blessed Peter was from Bethsaida of Galilee. He
was the son of Jonas and the brother of Andrew the First-
called. He was a fisherman by trade, unlearned and poor,
and was called Simon; later he was renamed Peter by the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself, Who looked at him and said, “Thou art
Simon the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which
is by interpretation, Peter)”.

On being raised by the Lord to the dignity of an Apostle
and becoming inseparable from Him as His zealous disciple, he
followed Him from the beginning of His preaching of salvation
up until the very Passion, when, in the court of Caiaphas the
high priest, he denied Him thrice because of his fear of the
Jews and of the danger at hand. But again, after many bitter
tears, he received complete forgiveness of his transgression.
After the Resurrection of Christ and the descent of the Holy
Spirit, he preached in Judea, Antioch, and certain parts of



Asia, and finally came to Rome, where he was crucified upside
down by Nero, and thus he ascended to the eternal habitations
about the year 66 or 68, leaving two Catholic Epistles to the
Church of Christ.

Paul, the chosen vessel of Christ, the glory of the Church,
the Apostle of the Nations and teacher of the whole world,
was a Jew by race, of the tribe of Benjamin, having Tarsus as
his homeland. He was a Roman citizen, fluent in the Greek
language, an expert in knowledge of the Law, a Pharisee,
born of a Pharisee, and a disciple of Gamaliel, a Pharisee
and notable teacher of the Law in Jerusalem. For this cause,
from the beginning, Paul was a most fervent zealot for the
traditions of the Jews and a great persecutor of the Church
of Christ; at that time, his name was Saul (Acts 22:3-4).

In his great passion of rage and fury against the disciples
of the Lord, he went to Damascus bearing letters of intro-
duction from the high priest. His intention was to bring the
disciples of Christ back to Jerusalem in bonds. As he was
approaching Damascus, about midday there suddenly shone
upon him a light from Heaven. Falling on the earth, he heard
a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?”
And he asked, “Who art Thou, Lord?” And the Lord said, “I
am Jesus Whom thou persecutest.” And that heavenly voice
and brilliance made him tremble, and he was blinded for a
time. He was led by the hand into the city, and on account of
a divine revelation to the Apostle Ananias, he was baptized
by him, and both his bodily and spiritual eyes were opened
to the knowledge of the Sun of Righteousness. And straight-
way, beyond all expectation, he spoke with boldness in the
synagogues, proclaiming that “Christ is the Son of God”.

As for his zeal in preaching the Gospel after these things
had come to pass, as for his unabating labors and afflictions
of diverse kinds, all these things are related incident by in-



cident in the Book of the Acts, and as he himself tells them
in his Epistles. His fourteen Epistles make manifest the lofti-
ness of his thoughts, the abundance of the revelations made to
him, the wisdom given to him from God, wherewith he brings
together in a wondrous manner the Old with the New Testa-
ments, and expounds the mysteries thereof which had been
concealed under types; he confirms the doctrines of the Faith,
expounds the ethical teaching of the Gospel, and demon-
strates with exactness the duties incumbent upon every rank,
age, and order of man. In all these things his teaching proved
to be a spiritual trumpet, and his speech was seen to be more
radiant than the sun, and by these means he clearly sounded
forth the word of truth and illumined the ends of the world.
Having completed the work of his ministry, he likewise ended
his life in martyrdom when he was beheaded in Rome during
the reign of Nero, at the same time, some say, when Peter was
crucified.

Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Connie (Constantina) Jouflas; Robert Tewis

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free



to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, July
5 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, July 10 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas
• Tuesday, July 1 Unmercenaries Cosmas and Dam-

ian of Rome: 8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

• Wednesday, July 2: 6pm Small Paraklesis

• Saturday, July 5: 8am Men’s Breakfast, 4pm Byzantine
Chant Class, 5pm Great Vespers


