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Sunday, June 22, 2025
Second Sunday of Matthew

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the First Mode

The stone had been secured with a seal by the Judeans, *
and a guard of soldiers was watching Your immaculate body.
* You rose on the third day, O Lord * and Savior, granting life
unto the world. * For this reason were the powers of heaven
crying out to You, O Life-giver: * Glory to Your resurrec-
tion, O Christ; * glory to Your eternal rule; * glory to Your
dispensation, only One who loves mankind.



Ἀπολυτίκιον Ἀνασvτάσvιμον. ῏Ηχος α´.

Τοῦ λίθου σvφραγισvθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν ᾿Ιουδαίων, καὶ σvτρατιωτῶν
φυλασvσvόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σvου σvῶμα, ἀνέσvτης τριήμερος Σω-
τήρ, δωρούμενος τῷ κόσvμῳ τὴν ζωήν. Διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις
τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σvοι Ζωοδότα· Δόξα τῇ ἀνασvτάσvει σvου Χρι-
σvτέ, δόξα τῇ βασvιλείᾳ σvου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σvου, μόνε Φιλάν-
θρωπε.

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion in the Second Mode

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with
the Creator that never fails, we sinners beg you, do not ig-
nore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore
you, quickly come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with
faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O
Theotokos who protect now and ever those who honor you.

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Orthros Gospel

Mark 16:1 – 8

When the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they



might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day
of the week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen.
And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the
stone for us from the door of the tomb?” And looking up, they
saw that the stone was rolled back; for it was very large.

And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on
the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed.
And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here; see
the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see
him, as he told you.” And they went out and fled from the
tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come upon them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Epistle Reading

Romans 2:10 – 16

Brethren, glory and honor and peace for every one who does
good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no
partiality. All who have sinned without the law will also perish
without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will
be judged by the law. For it is not the hearers of the law who
are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will
be justified.

When Gentiles who have not the law do by nature what
the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though
they do not have the law. They show that what the law
requires is written on their hearts, while their conscience also
bears witness and their conflicting thoughts accuse or perhaps
excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God
judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.



Gospel Reading

Matthew 4:18 – 23

At that time, as Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon who is called Peter and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And he
said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them.
Immediately they left their boat and their father, and followed
him.

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their syna-
gogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing
every disease and every infirmity among the people.

Saints and Feasts
Eusebius, Bishop of Samosata

After the expulsion of Eudoxius from the see of Antioch, the
Arians of Antioch, believing that Meletius of Armenia would
uphold their doctrines, petitioned the Emperor Constantius to
appoint Meletius Bishop of Antioch, while signing a document
jointly with the Orthodox of Antioch, unanimously agreeing
to Meletius’ appointment. This document was entrusted to
Eusebius, Bishop of Samosata.

Meletius, however, after his Orthodoxy became appar-
ent, was banished, and the Arians persuaded Constantius to
demand the document back from Eusebius, as it convicted
their perfidy. Imperial officers were sent; Eusebius refused to
surrender the document without the consent of all who had



signed it; the officers returned to the Emperor, who furiously
sent them back to Eusebius with threats. But so great a
zealot for the true Faith, so staunch an enemy of the Arians,
so fearless a man of valor was Saint Eusebius, that when Con-
stantius’ officers arrived, threatening to cut off his right hand
unless he surrendered the document, Eusebius held out both
hands. When Constantius learned of it, he was struck with
astonishment and admiration.

This took place in 361, the last year of the reign of Con-
stantius; he was succeeded by Julian the Apostate, who was
slain in Persia in 363. Jovian succeeded Julian, and Valen-
tinian succeeded Jovian in 364, making his brother Valens
Emperor of the East. Valens, who supported the Arians, ex-
iled Eusebius to Thrace in 374. The bearer of the edict of
Eusebius’ banishment arrived in the evening; Eusebius bade
him keep silence, or else the people, learning why he had come,
would drown him: and Eusebius, though an old man, left his
house alone on foot by night.

After Valens was slain at Adrianopole in 378, the holy Eu-
sebius returned from exile under the Emperor Gratian, and he
ordained for the churches of Syria men known for their virtue
and Orthodoxy. About the year 380, as he was entering a
certain village to enthrone its bishop, whom he had conse-
crated, an Arian woman threw a clay tile from the roof, and
it crushed his head; as he was dying, he bound the bystanders
with oaths that they not take the least vengeance.

Saint Gregory the Theologian addressed several letters to
him; he had such reverence for him, that in one letter to
him, commending himself to Saint Eusebius’ prayers, he said,
“That such a man should deign to be my patron also in his
prayers will gain for me, I am persuaded, as much strength as
I should have gained through one of the holy martyrs.”



Wisdom of the Fathers
“A little later on you will see Jesus submitting to be purified
in the River Jordan for my Purification, or rather, sancti-
fying the waters by His Purification (for indeed He had no
need of purification Who taketh away the sin of the world)
and the heavens cleft asunder, and witness borne to him by
the Spirit That is of one nature with Him; you shall see Him
tempted and conquering and served by Angels, and healing ev-
ery sickness and every disease, and giving life to the dead. . . ,
and driving out demons, sometimes Himself, sometimes by
his disciples; and feeding vast multitudes with a few loaves;
and walking dryshod upon seas; and being betrayed and cru-
cified, and crucifying with Himself my sin; offered as a Lamb,
and offering as a Priest; as a Man buried in the grave, and as
God rising again; and then ascending, and to come again in
His own glory. Why what a multitude of high festivals there
are in each of the mysteries of the Christ; all of which have
one completion, namely, my perfection and return to the first
condition of Adam.”

- St. Gregory the Theologian, Oration 38, §16.

“When our Lord Jesus Christ, beloved, was preaching the
gospel of the Kingdom, and was healing divers sicknesses
through the whole of Galilee, the fame of His mighty works
had spread into all Syria: large crowds too from all parts of
Judaea were flocking to the heavenly Physician. For as hu-
man ignorance is slow in believing what it does not see, and
in hoping for what it does not know, those who were to be
instructed in the divine lore, needed to be aroused by bod-
ily benefits and visible miracles: so that they might have no
doubt as to the wholesomeness of His teaching when they
actually experienced His benignant power.



“And therefore that the Lord might use outward healings
as an introduction to inward remedies, and after healing bod-
ies might work cures in the soul, He separated Himself from
the surrounding crowd, ascended into the retirement of a
neighbouring mountain, and called His apostles to Him there,
that from the height of that mystic seat He might instruct
them in the loftier doctrines, signifying from the very nature
of the place and act that He it was who had once honoured
Moses by speaking to him: then indeed with a more terrifying
justice, but now with a holier mercifulness.”

- St. Leo the Great, Homily 95 “On the Beatitudes”, §1.

Parish Prayer List
Please remember in your God-pleasing prayers the servants of
God:

Connie (Constantina) Jouflas

If you would like for yourself or a loved one to be added to the
prayer list, please contact Fr. Jeremy.

Parish Information
Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!

Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, July
5 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!



Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, July 10 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas
• Monday, June 23: 6pm Great Vespers

• Tuesday, June 24 Nativity of the Forerunner John:
8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

• Wednesday, June 25: 6pm Small Paraklesis

• Saturday, June 28: 4pm Byzantine Chant Class, 5pm
Great Vespers


