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Sunday, June 15, 2025
Sunday of All Saints

8:45am: Orthros
10am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Hymns of the Day

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal Fourth Mode

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and con-
descended to be buried for three days, so that from the pas-
sions You might set us free. Our life and resurrection, O Lord,
glory be to You.
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Apolytikion of All Saints in the Fourth Mode

Your Church is arrayed in the holy blood of Your Martyrs who
witnessed throughout the world, as though in purple and fine
linen. Through them she cries to You, Christ our God, “Send
down to Your people Your tender love, grant peace from above
to Your commonwealth, and to our souls Your great mercy.”

Apolytikion of Saint Nicholas in the Fourth Mode

An example of the faith and a life of humility: * as a teacher of
abstinence you did inspire and lead your flock, * and through
the truthfulness of your deeds * were exalted to greatness
through your humility, * uplifting all, and by poverty gaining
wealth. * Father and hierarch Saint Nicholas, * intercede with
Christ our God * that our souls may be saved.

Kontakion of All Saints in the Plagal Fourth Mode

O Planter of creation, Lord, to You does the entire world
bring as an offering the God-bearing martyr Saints, as be-
ing nature’s first fruits. At their earnest entreaties, keep
Your Church in a state of profoundest peace, through the
Theotokos, O Lord abundantly merciful.

Communion Verse

Rejoice greatly in the Lord, O righteous ones; praise is fitting
for the upright. Alleluia.



Avyarhdiove, dixatol, Ev Kuplw- toic ebdéol npénet aiveolc. Ah-
Anhovia.

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading
Hebrews 11:33 — 40; 12:1 — 2

Brethren, all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms,
enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resur-
rection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that
they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking
and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment.

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempt-
ed, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins
of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated — of whom
the world was not worthy — wandering over deserts and
mountains and in dens and caves of the earth.

And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not
receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something
better for us, that apart from us they should not be made
perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin
that easily distracts, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of faith.



Gospel Reading
Matthew 10:32 — 33; 37 — 38; 19:27 — 30

The Lord said to his disciples, “Every one who acknowledges
me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who
is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will
deny him before my Father who is in heaven. He who loves
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he
who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me; and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not
worthy of me.”

Peter said in reply, “Lo, we have left everything and fol-
lowed you. What then shall we have?” Jesus said to them,
“Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of man
shall sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
And every one who has left houses or brothers or sisters or
father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will
receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many that
are first will be last, and the last first.”

Saints and Feasts

All Saints

Honouring the friends of God with much reverence, the Pro-
phet-King David says, “But to me, exceedingly honourable are
Thy friends, O Lord” (Ps. 138:16). And the divine Apostle,
recounting the achievements of the Saints, and setting forth
their memorial as an example that we might turn away from
earthly things and from sin, and emulate their patience and
courage in the struggles for virtue, says, “Wherefore seeing we
also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses,



let us lay aside every burden, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set
before us” (Heb. 12:1).

This commemoration began as the Sunday (Synaxis) of
All Martyrs; to them were added all the ranks of Saints who
bore witness (the meaning of “Martyr” in Greek) to Christ in
manifold ways, even if occasion did not require the shedding
of their blood.

Therefore, guided by the teaching of the Divine Scrip-
tures and Apostolic Tradition, we the pious honour all the
Saints, the friends of God, for they are keepers of God’s com-
mandments, shining examples of virtue, and benefactors of
mankind. Of course, we honour the known Saints especially
on their own day of the year, as is evident in the Menolo-
gion. But since many Saints are unknown, and their number
has increased with time, and will continue to increase until
the end of time, the Church has appointed that once a year
a common commemoration be made of all the Saints. This
is the feast that we celebrate today. It is the harvest of the
coming of the Holy Spirit into the world; it is the “much fruit”
brought forth by that “Grain of wheat that fell into the earth
and died” (John 12:24); it is the glorification of the Saints as
“the foundation of the Church, the perfection of the Gospel,
they who fulfilled in deed the sayings of the Saviour” (Sunday
of All Saints, Doxasticon of Vespers).

In this celebration, then, we reverently honour and call
blessed all the Righteous, the Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs,
Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and Holy Monastics, both
men and women alike, known and unknown, who have been
added to the choirs of the Saints and shall be added, from
the time of Adam until the end of the world, who have been
perfected in piety and have glorified God by their holy lives.
All these, as well as the orders of the Angels, and especially



our most holy Lady and Queen, the Ever-virgin Theotokos
Mary, do we honour today, setting their life before us as an
example of virtue, and entreating them to intercede in our
behalf with God, Whose grace and boundless mercy be with
us all. Amen.

Amos the Prophet

The Prophet Amos was from the city of Thekoue of the land
of Zabulon. He was an unlearned man, a shepherd of goats
and sheep, as he testifies concerning himself (Amos 7:14-15).
He began to prophesy two years before the earthquake, which
some say took place in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of
Ozias, King of Judah, about the year 785 B.C. (Amos 1:1).
Later, however, Amasias, the false priest of Bethel, brought
about his death. His book of prophecy, divided into nine
chapters, is ranked third among the minor Prophets. This
Amos is different from the Prophet Esaias’ father, who also
was called Amos. His name means “bearer of burdens.”

Wisdom of the Fathers

“Whoever loves according to God, ‘dwelleth in God, and God
in him’, as Christ’s beloved theologian tells us (1 John 4:16).
So he who truly loves God has God dwelling in him, and
naturally confesses his faith in God. On the other hand, as
he dwells in God, God too will acknowledge him. The words,
‘Whosoever therefore shall confess me, him will I confess also’
(cf. Matt. 10:32), demonstrate the unbroken union between
God and those who acknowledge Him, from which he who
denies Him has distanced himself. These mutual exchanges

between God and man are divinely just, and fairly reward like
with like.



“Although the prizes God gives us resemble our offerings
to Him, consider the overwhelming superiority of God’s rec-
ompense to those who, in Him, confessed Him. Each saint,
as a servant of God, boldly acknowledged Him in this fleeting
life before mortal men, though actually just for a brief period
of this present age and in front of only a few. By contrast,
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is God and Lord of heaven and
earth, will speak openly on their behalf in that eternal, never-
ending world before God the Father, surrounded by angels,
archangels and all the heavenly host, and in the presence of
all mankind from Adam onwards. For all will rise and appear
before the judgment-seat of Christ. Then, before everyone
and in the sight of all, He will proclaim, glorify and crown
those who demonstrated their faith in the end.”

- St. Gregory Palamas, Homily 25 “On All Saints”, §§4, 5.

Parish Information

St. Nicholas Community Garden

On Tuesday, June 17, we will hold a startup event for our
Community Garden ministry. Youth and their families are
welcome to attend; older youth will help with building garden
beds, while younger youth will help with planting.

Byzantine Chant Classes

Byzantine chant classes take place on Saturdays at 4pm. If
you are interested in learning and helping out, please feel free
to attend!



Men’s Breakfast

Our next Men’s Breakfast will take place on Saturday, July
5 at 8am. Feel free to invite a friend!

Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon

Our Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon group meets on the second
Thursday of each month! The next luncheon will take place
in the Church hall on Thursday, July 10 at 12pm.

This Week at St. Nicholas

e Tuesday, June 17: 9am Community Garden Startup,
6pm Parish Council

e Wednesday, June 18: 6pm Small Paraklesis

e Saturday, June 21: 4pm Byzantine Chant Class, 5pm
Great Vespers



